A Dramatized History of Christian Metzger
by Ella Milligan
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INTRODUCTION

The dremetized history of CHRISTIAN METZGER, the mill-wright, has
been built out of a box of Jack-strews, The "straws" have been collected
during forty years of search, working from ths known to the unknown,

The far-flung sources are listed below,

All names of persons, all plece némes, all dates, all historical
incidents, buildings, ships, publications or any item used in this story,
are actually factual and were or are existent,

Christien Metzger did not come to the Colonies in 1752 Seeking
relief from religious Persecution, as did the Pilgrim Fathers of New
Englend, or the Swiss Mennonites of Pennsylveania, Neither did he carry
a2 land-grant in his pocket nor & colonization scheme in his head, as did
many & feunder of an americap Family in the South, or in rennsylvania,

It must be confessed that nothing more serious then a desire to see the
New World and try his luck induced him to break away from well-established

family and church connections, and & government in which the people hed
& voice.

The Kingdom of Wirttemberg, land of his birth, 1t must be under-
stood, ley in the "Heart of the World" as defined by Ralph Adams Cram,
in his discussion of the source of all modern culture. It lay on the
western slcpe of the ~lps end reachea to the ahine., It had been a Con-
stitutional lonarchy since the day of Luke Ulrich and Lutheranism., 1t
hed two Houses in its Nationul Esembly,  Clristients ovn fether had been
& member of the Lower kouse., This government existed when Christian
lef't wirttembery; for ‘merica, and still existed for almost a century eftsr

the Independence of the Colonies in aAmerice was established, Not until

the "iron hand" of the frussien, Bismarck, appeared (1370) did Wlirttem.
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berg bew me & part of the German Empire. In Hﬁrttomberg literacy,

bealth, the arts and architecture rated high -- higher than ig any Ger-

mn-speaking small State,
Christian Metiger's constructive imagination ran amay with hig

borse sense. Or did it? He wanted to try his hend at developing, in the

‘Hew World, a fine stone mill with water power like the fine 8tone mill

near which he had lived all his young life on the tumbling Rems, at Loreh,

beautiful and old historic town of Lorch, on the western slopee of the

Alps. Opportunity seemed to be in the New World.
Christian realized his dream, built hie mill, and lost it, through

strained and helpless financing epparently, to real estate sharks; but

it 1s probable that his inability to grasp the intriocacies of the Eng-

lish language and the English law of the land he hed sworn allegiance to

was a prime faotor in his finsncial fadlure.

Nevertheless, he lived well -- above the level of meny wealthier

colonists, his contemporaries. He reared seven ohildren to maturity,

American cititens, six deughters and one son. This son entered the War

for Independence at Valley Forge, 8ge soventeen, and remeined ip s8crvice

until its close, Ghristisn left & decursd livelihood to his wife who

survived him nine years, and a decent reesidue to his children.

Hia contribution to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and through

it to the Democracy of these United States of 4dmerioca, which had been Y-

deeth, may be estimated simply in the amaging achieve-
in the Fifth, Sixth,

teblished before hia
meat and dietiaction of his descendants living today,

and Seventh Generations and residing from Coast to Coast, from Puget

Sound to the Gulf,
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Their attack and progress in the conquest and development of the
Public Domaein, their contribution teo taxes, their support of education
and public works, reflect the ambition, the imagination, the dogged per-
severence of Christian Metzger the Founder, It is a historical tale to
be taken into account now in these days when democracy is called to

prove itself,
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Louis Metsker
The Hoosier Schoolnaster and His Children
by Ella Ruhamah, his daughter




THE HOOSIER SOHOOLMASTER AND HiS OHLILUREN.

e i f;gmtgf s;gngizg;séxz1es there lay in northeastern inaiaua
e na twenty acres stiil revaln
y g i
;;nggeg; :xy;ne originat nNortnwest Territory. This pliace naanggghox e
ung schoolmaster, turnea rarmer, tempt

; ea by the war pr

prevailing 1or rarm proaucts. The count i i Egoes
T I y was Whatie nanea

»hen--12ea-~bowndalrl1es~were 88t, "in ‘honor or Oo&onet‘széﬁey7~wb;nh:a3§1ven
his lire 1or the Territorv at the battle or the Thames, l¥ls,accoraing ’
to the sheepskin certirica.ss berore me, signea by Martin Van Buren
Presiaent or the Unitea States, this farm haa been bought, part in 1531
more in lw40, trrom the government, at one dolilar and a quarter an acre ’
by uawson Pompey o1 Greene vounty, Ohio, who berore that, haa beeg Oi ’
Greensville Uounty, Vairginaa, & county lying on the southern Line oI that

interesting and Iamous gtate.

Aiso, in Tuscarawas Oounty, Ohio, in lo4U, Thére was born a
Pensylvania Uutch boy, Who, With his pareats, haa come to Whitiey County
gome ten years later, ana in time haa taken up school teaching. Thus
1t wae, that the rarm ana the boy were or the same age, 1n bbb, when
this account really begins.
pawson Pompey's Iamlly hea gcatterea to do
His hair was white ana he wantea tO0 quit hara work. The Pensyivan.ia
putcn schoolmagter haa marriea e rine girli, haa two chilaren, ana wishea
$0 engage 1n mole proritable work than school teaching was then. 5o
young Louls wetsker (ror so he gpelled the good name KMetzger with which
ne hat been boru, 8ay1lng, wnimsically, that 1t shoula be spellea as 1T
sounas), rentea the farm or wawson Pompey, wio went away %O the peacn

country o1 smichigan where his children were.

Now Dawson Pompey knew and liked a gooa peach; however 1t was
not the peaches oI lichligan that darew him thither, but his chilaren., 4
know well that 1 am not able to convey to you tne Iresh ITUIL1uUESS oI
that rarm he lext behina. Tne original rorest 1nto which he had g€%v
nis house 11 Llu4U, 1n the Twenty-~tfive years elapsed, haa regceaea 10r The
most part tvo the poraers o1 the place, except on tne south, where a rail
rence diviaea 1t 1rom the Taru oI Ootnho Ganay, ana other rarms, open,

l11%e 1t. The lana was unauleting, T1l8lng gently to the north, 10T 1t lay
River Lake two miles north, and winalng

on the watershea between Blue
¥el River tnrec miles Sowtn. 4in truth 1T wag over Tlie worn crest oI

a moraine o1 the ioe Age.

The house wag Treachea by & lane whic

through a heavy wiae gate a mile OT 80 tO the east. This lane wouad
as thick with dogwood, crossed & tiny Tun ehokea

through a strip or woo
with yellow cowslips, Irose OVer a strip of clearing, wiereé you mignt
ring beauties ana blue violets, came down

not step without crushing sp
by the pond with wila ir1s-growing 1n the edges, and aitter bumping along

over a corauroy briuge, Wwage bLockea by a gate 1nto tne gomestic precinci.
Aamitted, 1t passed between the orchara on th: right, ana the garaen on

for themselves.

n turned an from the roaaq,
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tne lert, to halt by the Little rront gate OrI tTh

Tnen benaing easiily On arouna the yaraglt caume tg gi:utﬁiggngéggi achptet
Tarm gate weighted witn stone. Finally Iree, 1T turned SharpLly tgr%ng
sOutn,riverwarc, ana ran narrow aad straight, between rail fences, a

%0 the main roaa a mile away. =

Hea a stranger, allghting at that little front yard gate, notea
the house, he would have known that Lawson Pompey were not oi the NOTTh.
Tnat arcnitecture was southern., A brain arlame with aspliration TO
achieve southern geniiiliTy and COomIors, nAad CORSTIUCTEA Tnese Ouu Or wue
Tuce logs oI tne hNorthwest Territory & house dilrerent ITom any arouna,
and not without artistic suoccess., The main structure was a rectangie, &
story ana & hall hagn, with low pitchea Troor, and gables racing east aunu
west. The Logs were weil newn and set together. The gables were closea
by broaa sawn boaras set uprignt ana battened. A big Ilreplace ana
chimney, built 0I vanaaian gneles, LeIt there by glacial ariiv, was buily
on the outside OI the east ena, ana one gimilar, &t the west. Ou each
g10€ OI the chimney were square winaows 1 the second stoTry, only. Thne
closed in stairway at the east ena was lighted by one ot these. The
rectanguiar space oI thlg @MR1N Wing was divided into two rooms, the
larger tne living Ioom, the west end, & bedaroom, onarming in summer
pecause 1T haa & 4GOOr ana a Window oI 1T8 OWn Opening upon the goutn Llawu.

EXtenaeda irom the north sice or the malin structure was an ell,
Tne roor oI this portion, ailso lLow pitched, startea up from the corner
oI the east ena and came down &%t the corner oI the west enda, oI the
main building. Tnus tne fioor space covered by this rooli was as wiae
as tie length ol the maln housé. But much oI this sp&ce was open Porci.
Unager this roor the kitchen walls were built up 1n such a way as to leave
a porch hallway between the living room and the kitchén. lin other woras
tne kitcnen naa porohes on three sides, the Trool or which joined the
main house, atfording & pleasant place 10T preakrast in the morning, 10T
supper 1n the evening, and tor the noon meal, tne cool araugnte oI the ops!

nell hetwesii.

orches were joined by & hana rail, leaving
rormal entrances to them., The door o the living room wag opposite tae
one 1n the kitohen, both opening into the open hallway. The east ana tne
west porches were closed &% the north by a leanto built &galaBty 1ae
kitcnen at that ena, 8I1I0rcing a pantry ana gtoreroom space. Unger the
eaves of the leanto was the raintrough hollowed 1Tom & huge tree trunk,
11ke a mighty inaian canoe. ln this the children rloated thelir green
bark 1lutes made from the willows 1n the spring, and here they tishea

10T young taapoles.
The west porch was shaaed by & row OI cherry trees, wnich

extenaed, also, along the gouth rence o1 the yard, Iurtnernizomlzniu .

nouse., This TOW ot trees, white 1n Hay, red in July% anilgb zna X c%:nce

aTiorded TWO l1ttle girlis a place to play, & ptace %ng easé '

to know the robbins. ¥rom the rlat boulaer step of

path ran straight to the garaen gate.

The posts or the p



— =

This gate was or palings, like the fence. LT W

?ut.guraaed by clumps ot rosebushes on either side. L hgseoézsgnoﬁen’
tfindingthe variety o rose that bloomed by that gate. They were Lugclous
and pink beyona any, now., One might nope to find them in a new worla
but there are no new places now; all 1g troaaen under toot. The ten&er
peauty or these roees 15 attestea by the juiociness oI the snalls that
rea thereon. Jinside the garaen was & patch or purple 1iags. Across tne
pgtn, back o1 the gray green uat oI May pinks,a generous plotv ol lavender
hyacinths heralded Easter. AIter they haa drooped and returnea again

to the earthly bea o the playmate-ol the goa, the gray green mat

aressed 1tseli out 1n TTringy pink sili, Tne the bachelor-~buttons, the
larkspurs, and the popptes tTook possession OI the garaemn.

But the glory o1 the garden was +he Juneberry tree., That 1is
what Dawson Pompey called 1%, and he plantea 1t. Tnere was no other tree
11ke 1t in all the country. Though a sonool teacher, wouls letsker knew
no other name tor 1t. There 1T stood in the center oI the garaen, like
a slender cherry tree with & purple 1ruit like juicy big hucklepberries,
but a rlavor &ll 1ts own, never 1o be rorgotien 11 once tastea, & ITUlT
ag rare and reticent as tne night=-bloomwing~Ccereus.

The burnt orange day lilies and non~descripdt hollyhocks haa their
own way in the lane and about tne trront gate. ACYOSE the lane troum the
iTont gate was the log stable 10T the horses. 4 have OIten wonaerea why
go many pioneers put tne undesirable stables 80 near the 1ront gate. But
| can understana the convenience ot 1%, when norses were to be saadlea
ror almost any trip or errana, Or when there must be haste to bring the
coctor 1in neea, OT when, atter a long riae home ITrom maTrket or a visld,

all were tirea and nungrys

Beyona the gtable, lay the orchara, along the lane aown towara
the 1T18 boraered pond, and then running back at rignt angles & lLong way,
oT 80 1T seemed, to lLittle 1eet punting swcel apples atv the far end. i
tpe center, some place, the vyellow Harvest apples tell to the grouna, ana
iater the Beli-FloweIs were to be had. When IrOosts were heavy the Criep
ana spilcy NoTrthern Spys Were prime. in picking +ime the great green

Tulpenockans yere laid away 10T winter., The sweet apples were gathered 1
by tne wegon load 101 craer, and ¢he Hambeaus, BLIE gua non, were carerully

put by 10T thickening. 8weet ciaeTr boiled dovil, and Rambeaus IOT thickenyg
maqe the apple butter ne pius Wltra.
the garaen, tne peaches

rry tree was the 1oy of
11 e e ore e grew the green, ut

! trance
were the prige of tne orchard. AT the en g
early jnlgy clinge. Along tne siae nearest the pond gIrew jellow mealy

soTts mostly regervec 1oT jars of peach butiél. AT the far ena gie:ne
the rea-cheeked juicy yellow rreestones, wonderiul ain:nge::zzg ki
r ' nerw
ot in Delaware, nor in Hichaigan, ~
A : nave searchecd. Tne worla
f j 1 know, wno nave
orado, can they be tound NoW.
::: new ;nen, ana Dawson Pompey mew ana loved 2 gooad psggn,euigizg oo
Pompey, WhO naa accepted wholeheartedly Goa's commana, y
H

peautlly the Earth".
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LiIe on thnig rarm
with milk and honey. Neverlalggetg;xxggs :ﬁg éiVlng i1n a lana 1iowing
oI this ocame, but 1t seemed remote. There was tggaggﬁdifégeg?eggikh% °ge°
aone, and days between to market, to Vvisit, 10 think. 1T seemed l.ik &
one long Spring, like a continuous June day novering on Bummer. It :a
the June of liIe IOTr LOuls Metsker and A18 wire (iarissa NiCKeY 1% w:
the June time ol the tarm, too. The trees blLoomed; the onzlure; 1
playea on tne grass &ana splashed 1n the little pools a&1ter a snowerj tine
peacocks spreaa their glorious talls ana strutted across the lawn; %ne
igzcﬁégd gutnga-nens scol%ea and ran unger the ience; the gray goéae

gsLings aown vo the pona; t

seaihe s%eu. g P : the smelly sheep were being sheared

NOT all was work; vV1sltors came, irequently Ior the day. Noue
were g0 welcome as JacoDb Nickey, big, magnanimous ana interestea in has
gson-in-law. On his arrival tne eLaest girl knew The proper Courtesy.
As soon as he was comiortably seated by tihe fire 1t was TO braing Irom
the bearoom the shiny brown spitioon ana put 1t Dy his chair. Tnis was
always acknowleaged by & Look o1 gratituge, ana 1nvitation to olimb
upon his knee, a ohance to Angpect the sllver box oI tobacco, ana once
only, once to tasie & gralne Jacob Nickey chewea Like ne did everything

else, 1mPETUOUSLY ana &881auously.

The zastialous guest was i1ss Rose Nickey, 8Ccho0l~M1ETIEBS,
1178t Of the yound ladies 1n Wnitley gounty O be nonorea wiih & liceuse
To0 teach within 1ts bounaaries. She haa been "out west! Too, nad Taugnv
little i1mprovised schoolis in 4.880UT1, haq Iound the pravations ToO
great, ana proasgal aaughter that she was, bhad returned to Jacob Nickey,
ner tather. Hne haa 1ouna no young man oI Whitley Uounty, noT Missoull
ei1tner, to ner liking tor a nusband, ana naa reamined single even when
ner youngest sister Wed LOuis setsker., Wnen at LasT she Drougnt lozaly
young uasbana, George Perry, or Freunch extraction, 10T The rirst ViSLT
To tnis rarm, the best 1001 Was put roremost &as 1% shoula have been.
memorabie was the rustle OT ner tull sitken skirts, memorable the per-
Tect supper, Ilussnea by au unparalilelea aessert Ol Iloating 18.ana.

s, wag the vislt OI Maria, elLaest

putstanding in the slxtie
ghristian and Nathaniel metsker, Bne

g1gter or Louis, and his brothers
naa not seen her pbrothers since, as DboOys, they haa set out irom

Tuscarawas Qounty 1n & Conestoga wagon. 8Sne naw come as 1ar as Fort
Wayne by steam cars, a moraern moae 01 travel not yet triea Dy heT
brothers. Maria, tne elaest, tall, witn & snapping bliack eyes, steru OI
mieq, a whimsical sadness clinging to ner, but broken now and tnen Dy

a 1lash 0l Wil, OT turu oI repartee tnat truly was entrancing. Ana sne

prought giIvs,t00, IOT tne chilaren, toys irom the C1tY.
son oI Onrietian, and uls Wile, Jane Woir,

were geviing started. He 1t wa®
geveral miles, tO help

Brotherly was the devot

to young LOuls ana yiarissa while they

with his elaer chilaren who came OI €venings,
yith the apple paring 1or apple buiter making. He ana 018 WwiIe 10T the

pouLtry aressing nearl Thanksgiving tlme, against an early start 1o0r the
market at Fort Wayne; when sO uany barrels of wurkeys were dressed ana
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&c 1 .
who le worﬁa Kegr:qti:,w;;kszggea B L Pa S SPY, Ol ST en a1 wec 10
% aone 1t woula be near sun-
start. 8o they maae pleasure out O0I TOll. IEERI R Sine 50

A proressional visitOr WaAE Ihe en
i1 you pleasge, who naa been a Hoosier scnozizzzzg;?g z:.ng*:ﬁp’ etk
ana was being ushered 1in, Olarissa‘s aristocratic nose was lns$g:ntea,
Bhe certainly aisapproved or that visit, Oor was 1t 01 tne v1sztor?alﬁ'1
there was a taint ot sharp practice clinging to the Wiaup nanme Avu Ee
was not Lizzlie, the clever sister or the aentiet a veritable uéos;er
Beoky Bnarp, over whom LOuls Metsker haa aallied & Tririié 1in 8CROO.L-
aays. tFor young Wiaup and his sister bhaa been scnoolmates OI LOULB
in that Iamous school OI AleXanaer Jouglass, at Columbla Oity, ana to haw
peen mates in that school was a stronger bonu than, voaay, that oI any
college traternity. Bo Louis would encourage his ITriénd's uew euter-
prise or rilling teetn, and was reaay to grant an operation on his own.
He would gilve nim business and a good dinner, too, wnioh uniluckily,
mist be prepared by ularisea. Would not she have a tTOOth 11ll€d Witln
goia, tool! o, inaeead Bne said she thought 1t exvravagance 1n peopie
just getvting & gtart! There 1s eviaence, too, that she Was & consexrva-
tive peraon ana that the anticipation OI paln was &n 1lnnibition easily
ohecking auy tenaancy to try a questionable imnovation. UT. Wiaup leit
that aiteraoon, litile satchel OI mallets ana driils in hana, withous
1azing the cool reserve ol nis reillow teacher's wilie.

Aoa the dreaa visitor, ueath, came. Buaueuly ne ocame, One
ularisea naa bathea and cared IOT her 1irst boy cnila, ana
laia him an the oushions 1n the big uvutch rocking onair berore the I1re.
spe naq thought him perrectly weiLl. An nour or soO later she returnea
to tind nim in the throée oI a spasm — she rang the dinner bell to call
ner husband rrom the far fiela. Arrived, the only thing to a0 was tO
r.qe &8 1a8t as tne horse could go, 1our miles IOI the nearest doctor,
ang 1T ne were at nome, there were the 1our miles packs Olarissa gotv
rue IrTOm the garaen ana made plasters for the baby's icet. Taen she
nela ner chila to her preast and walted in breathlese anxisty. AT uoon
the aootor came, &%t Tull speed, but when e lirted the babe from
ylarissa'ls arms 1t was too late. The second mMOrning arter, Irienas,
prothers ana B818TeIS, gather., Luearl 11ttle babe 1s brought Irom the

cola bearoom where he has been Lying aloné on a little boara across tae
100t o1 the bea, 80 lonely and so cola tor a baby, ana 18 put 1o &
1ts oI wnite satln and lLaoce 1inslae -

1i1ttle black wainut casket with pu

tor all the worlid l11ke a rine wax aoll he LookSe Blue ribbonsg nave

peen tied 1n the 11ttle sLeeves OI nis ghiny white aress. ylar.ssa 18

prostrate with grier, lying across the Ioo@ o*¥ her b;a. %ﬁntgzbige zga
chair. A good man 18 reaaing words from the .

assisted to PO B Little casket 18

] ; i the

then he breathes & long and feeling prayer. NOW

get gently 1n the back o1 Jacebd Jickey's spring wagon ( Jacob Nickey
who was always rirst in everything, Yir8t to have & spT1ng wagon) because

.7 18 a spraing wagon, and because he 18 8 patriarch, ana ptiggruga;: nis
part. Then tollow Louis ana Clara, ana all the others, 12 o
wagons, & sad, but neaghborly procession moving aown zna ba:kg A

jane betweep the ra1l fences, toward tne cemetery on the

el RiveT.

moIning.
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This B8pring passed, and the next one came.
vlarissa had prospered. They were now thinking o?ea I:gglgiaggslr own
Loulg was looking around. One wouid think the charming seclusion 01 tﬁe
Pompey place, aadea to 1ts rruitiulness were gooa enough. But access
t0 BCnoOL, church ana market were to be consiaerea. To the North ana’
Last a tew mies lay the smail viilage,now, or Onurubusco, wnere Loulis
haa taught the scnool. Within less than & mile of this village, lay a
1arm qeveiopea out or the wilcerness by George Harter, a remrkable man.
But his woTrk was done, and his seven greedy B8ons ana aaughiers witn
thelr Wives and husbanas, haa quareelea with the Wiaow anda 01s farm was
§pL1tT 1ntOo 8mall porvions. The wlaow, helpless wished to aispose 0oL the
parcel lert her and settle unaer the roortree ¢1 & coraial daugnter.
Phus 1t was, at the close or the siXties, that Louis ana Olarissa haa an
opportunity to buy a pliat o1 gixty acres, and while it was run down, one
that arroraea the aavantages aesirsa for growing chilaren.

When Lawson Pompey heara that his renter had bougnt a Iarm ana
woula leave him, ne came back trom Micnigan To atviena t0 his attalrs.
Once he came to the tarm to see LOuis and Oiera. A hauusouwe Iigure he
was, well built, Welil preservea, with snowy white halr above a Denignant
countenance ana a shiny vanayke brown skin. Uawson Pompey was & negro.

Wno were the ramilies on the southern boraer or Virginia, wno
nag rreec the hali dozen men Wno in tne early torties, Or late ThiXriles,
naa bought government lana in W¥hitley Gounty, rounaing there a smali
colony oI biacks? #irst to come was Benjamin Jones wWno naa lert
Greensville vounty in losdb. He ana tne otners haa tarrieqa some years
1n Ureene vounty, 0Onio, PbuT Py 153¢ we 1ina Benjamin 1n Whatiey uvounty,
ingiana, ana Lawson Pompey buying jand &% the iana 01Iice in yorsd Wayne.
Woen Mesjamin got to Whitley County he haa witn nim eignt cniilaren, oue
at least, Peterson, a marriled man, whose wile was distinguisned Dy birun
in tne nation's capitai., Another or h1s gong wasg Britton, who brougnt
up twelve cnlldreéu there in Whitley County. A son-1in-liaw soon Iolloweaq
Benjamin, named Wyatt Jeriries. AT the same time came Olaybourne Pompey
ana his nephews fielaing and Dawson, all o1 wnom bought iand oontiguous

to each othel.

Haa you 1u ‘©d gone d4own tnat narrow stralght iane between the
ra1l fences, & mile TO the maln roaa, and then have turned to your rignt,

shortly you would have approachea a smll frame church ana opposlite 1t
on the other siae OI the roaa, & lLittie wnite school nouse. These were

the church and school oI the colorea people. They naa not been weicome
gsettlers. For twWO generations they tound 1t obligatory to aviena their
own church ana school. in the Tecoras oI Waitley County 1t 18 Wrivien
tpat on #arch li,is40, Benjamin Jones ana Woagnlired, his wile, Were
gummoneda berore 2 Justice OI ‘the Peace by the overseers oI tns poor

to show cause Why CTREY a1d not comply with an ac? cogiezégggtn:r::me
negroes, inulatioes, gervants ana sxgveei. on gpxxgllet Aot

year at 1& o'crock Wyatt Jeriries, ana liirza, D18 'clack Oxayéourne
Lucinoa Jones, 2% % P.u, Braston Jones, ano at 4 0O

cause why
p vyergeers OI the poor 10 ghow
Poupey were TOT IS o ane in explanation oI these sUlTE

e act,
1c not comply with the san
inian tnat the legisiature OI inaiana haa enacvea & law requiring ali

251



- e

n o

tnee negroes, mulattoes, servants and slaves, on enteraing the State
0 give bona 1n the sum 0! I1ive hundred aollars To inaemniiy the B'cal,',e
against their becoming public charges".

However, they were industrious and thrirty. E£i
have removed large families from the southern boragr of Sirggglgogéa e
southern Cnio, ana then again to nortihern luaiana. While these overlaua
journeys were 1n process, there was No lncome ITroil gainiul occupation
ana yet chilaren and stock haa to be feds On their arrival, there must
be cagnh to pay for the lana, ana five aunared dollars indemnity to
ingure the State against vagrancy. Once more attachea to the soil
there must be money to tiae them over while clearing was madae, & néuse
buiit, ana a crop grown.

They were nopeitul and enterprising. Jn the records o1 the
tirst Court or Whitley County, held in ls4l, there is the history o1 a
case, notable as being tie only one or 1ts kind in the cousry. ulaybourne
Ponpey was 1ndicted ror usury. He pieaa guilty and was iined six
gollars ana costs. 4t appears rrom the recora tnat he naa ioanea to a
wn.te settler, Hionara Baughan, torty aollars ana haa taken ten aoiliars

tor one year'!s 1nterest.

Thney were pious, too. Peterson Jones acted as religious
leaaer, ana paestor of the biack flock. Tne curious wnite settlers orten
attended thelr special revival meetings. uany stories were extant OI
the religious rervor or these occasions., One will surfice. Tne mark
aevotees were gathered at the aitar. Tne Reverend Pegerson was praying
ror & vasltation or the Holy Spirit upon his kneeling children. Many
times he repsated the request leaping up and down to the loua “amen"
ana ewaying bodies 01 his brethren. Finally 1n one supreme eIIOIT ae
callea: "“On, Lawa, come down! (ome down now!! uvome right iru ae roorilil

Tste pay fo de shinglesti®

Back oI the little church rested a tiny cemetery, enclosed 1n a
ra1l tence in tne sixties. Pretentious gstones marked the graves OI
Wyatt Jeriries ana Claybourne Pompey. Others there were quite simple.
Among them was Dawson Pompey'e wire's. Ana as the colored pioneers
passed out, thear cnlldren scattered, anda even now white folks were
reacy O buy up piecemeal their acres. Ana that, in tne enc, bereil

the pleasant place oI Dawson FPoupey.

On an early may morning oI 140 Louils and Clarissa moved to
their own rarm of s1Xty acres. UOWn past the iris boraered pona, over
the new clearing carpeted with spraing beauties ana violetvs, across the
Tun, choked with yellow cowslips, winaing through the wooas where the
buas on the dogwood warnea that 1t would soon be time TO plant Che:corn,
out through tne heavy gate went the procession OI three Wagons loaqea
wi1th househola stull, passing out oif the sunny, nopergl, prosperous,
gpringtime o1 the g1Xxties 1nto the strenuous, sweating, Qespairing

Last oI the wagons bore UlarlSsé, aelicate,

Summer OI the 88VEnties.
now, 10r in her armse ghe carriea a young babe, namea Ior her, vallie.
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SRt rg;:n wn;gilgai thoughtiuiness, Ohristian, tne metsker wlth the
‘ s = v ell he woula have taken the part or Ohrist &t
Obsramergau - had trastenea the Dutch rocking chalr rirmiy on the top

o1 that loaa, ana there (Clarissa Trode, like a queen or the carnival, her
liege loras preceding. But the crystal tear stealing aown her I1alr
cheek ana ralling on the baby's hana betrayea the emoction 1n ner heart.
No carnival this. HRather a procession t0 aeprivation, hard WOTK 1naoor
ana out, a run down tralm to be rejuvenatea, & mortgage to be pala, ana

a MOTTEAEgE OTr aebt TO ularissa was & burden, & nightmare, 2 aisgraee

to be livea cown, & constant threatening calamity.

0iosing the gate or the Pompey piace behina them the wagons
naa not far to go to enter the bounas Of the new rarm, Heli a miie to
the east brought them to the entrance Or ancther iane, %00 - & lane
through the farm, bringing them up 1n iront or the nouse. Here the
wagons haltea, where about them lay what was lert OI George Harter's
dream, materiallzea wlth aoggea aetermination out ©I the wilaerness.

1T the knowing stranger at the yara gateé oi the Pompey house
naa aeclarea its builder from tne South, standing at the gate or the
HaTter house, he woula have unhesitatingly sala that George Harter
wag from Pnilacelpnia OT environs, reu brick anc ati. There his house
stood, shaaea by tall soraggly locust trees 1n tront, with the orchara
beyona 1t, gooa rea brick laid up in white mortar, 40 Dy 30 feet, twWO
1ull storeys, barge board tinish on low pitchea gables, naITow cornlce
on eaves, and long narrow hooaea porch across the front, An ample chimney
on the east enc mage draught IOT Tire places ou iOWer ana upper stories.
The windows were boraa tor their height, with overlapplng sash set with
gmall panes, Until recently there had been a one storey aadalition on the
west ena which served as kitohen and dining room - but a iiTe haa
gestroyed 1t., There was leIv only piies oY brick ana debris, with the
exposea plastered wall or the main house where the aadition had jolnea
1t. The house seemed alreaay ola, though 1t were doubtiul 11 1%t had
yet stooa a quarter oI a century. Since tne death or 1ts owner ana

puillder things nhad gone rapidaly to tne dOgs.

| said George Harter was & remarkable man. H1s achievement 18
tne more outstanding conslaering nis handlcaps. This was the 11I8T brick
nouse 1n wWhitley County, anda the brick he had made oOn hig own Iarm. He
naa probably lp1d them up, TOO, ror magons were still few 1in pumber in
the seventies at which time this wasg One ot three brick Iarm nouses in
ell the County. That nis ambition had bseen gpurrea on Dy ni8 Wile 18
qoupdriul, ana tnat h1s eriorts nhad not been appreclatea by n1s
children 18 certain 1rom the decaaence 1nto which hls pTrOperty haa

zallen aitel nis death.

romotor OI eaqucatloln, too. He haa given the

the thira pubilcC school house 1n the County.

ne west oi tnis nouse. LT haa been the
gchool 1n waich Louls Metsker, the boy, arter he came rrom Tuscarawas

-an his eaucatlon. Since he was his
unty 1n & Coneetoga wagon, beg »
ggtnez's youngest son n€ haa not been required %0 4O anythipg against

He haa been & p

grouna and helpea erect
1t haa stooa 11 the tieda to b
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hig wili, 1n accordance with the custom 0I his anceetors nineteen
centuries berore, as recorded in Julius faesar. At the age 01 ten, tnen
he haa deciaded ftor nimsell that he woula attend this school, on tne, X
Harter place, now nhis own, though evely vestige o1 the building haa

now vanishea but the boulaers ot the tireplace., 4in telliing this to nis
caughters, ne woula say W1th nalve chagrin, that he was 800N up with

the boys oi his own age. The girls, eXchanging awusea glances on the
sly, rett tihat he was soon beyona thea.

AiLthough George Harter thus 1o08Btered eaqucation, yet, the
aeeas that came with the 81Xty acres show that nls wiie, Eilizabeth,
signea with "her mark", and likewise two or nis daughters. There 1is
another eviaence yet remining that he was a creative gna constructive
genius, 1n splte 0OI opposition. In the garaen on this piace lie three
ola mill-gtones hewn or cut rrom the boulaers whiclh 80 thickly sTIrevca
nis rarm. These witness that by his own nanaicrait he madae meal I0Tr
qimeelr and roT nis neignbors. But tnis gdaversion has kept, T00 long,

the wagons waliting.

The housenhold sgturr 1s unloacea ana set within with mis-
givings. Tne pump stanaing by tne path To the Irount aoor wiil not
Tespona %o the vigorous strokes or thirsty men. L1te curb 1s broken ana
aangerous to little cnilaren. The iront porch creeks ana gives ana
betrays tenaencies to fall beneatn the blina Treaa 01 men Carrying
heavy turniture. Once Witula tae broaa ana well paneléd aoor one sees
good buitding. The walls are thick, tiie Wlnaows aeeply recessed.
Opposite the front door another opetis towara the orchara. The fireplace
15 applie witn a great shelr above 1t. in the chiuney recess & winding
stair on one s1ae leaas apove. On the other 1s the freat cubboara 1or
books and valuables. Opposite the fireplace a smaller portion is
partitioned otft Tor a bedroom, wnilch has ample light and araugiht.
Ascending, the secona storey 1B founa TO be one large room with Iiireplace
1n east end and three windows on caoch side, six in aiil., Tne walls
are plastered. The rloor 18 lala with poplar boaras, more thanca
oot 1n wiatn, smooth ana wnite. But are these blooa-stains, marring
1ts whiteness? Gruesome thoughtl A mysterious awe 11L18 the ohllaren's
zn1inde., Oan this be the scene ot a Blue Beara mystery? The 1atner
explains that the greedy Harters haa been wont to hang here thair
1reshly butchered hogs and calves, awaiting the cutting up and salting.
Phe tirst sawmill in WnitTley gounty was established 1n igbU ana these
rine boaras were no doubt oI 1ts I1Trst proauct. You may see them there
toaay 1n tois house o1 George Harter's and ot tne'Metsker tamily, as
they were, beautiiul, but with stains OI piLooa. Toe chilaren pley 1iu
ana out. They make thelr t+1rst acquaintance witn rleas, waoich 8ée 0o
1nzest the soil under that front porch where the numerous dHarter

hounas had been wont to renaevous.

How aia Louis Metsker inveagie ¢larisea Nickey into all OI
Let those who understand the ways Ol men With Women expleind 17T
Wnen nis Vile s&t Qown 1n weary aespalir, every look
;1 resentment and rebuke, he laugnea lightly &ana began
15 men with tne piles OI 1Tesh lumber alreaay there

thisl
18 not for me.
ana gesture one O
to busy mimselIl ana i
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10T building the summer xit
chen. NotT by wor ¢
would he make tnings better. BT gy ALY SOTLERSERTT

June saw the locust trees bloom anda 1ild :
iragrance. June saw ihe sulwmer Kitchen tinishea wfgﬁ :;1331}2
wooashea into which 1t opened, making, beside the wooa .and ﬁlckuanay
bark, & place ror the barrei or salt, the work bencn, the tubs ann
wasnboaras, the barrels or salted meat, the soap bar;el the Bcagg
ana craales, ana rakes, the hoes, spaaes and the ash—paiis tneybo;s’ ‘
nickory and walnuts, tnhe iron kettle for scalaing water at'butoher—eB -
ing tlme.and soap‘maklng, the copper kettle tor apple butter waking -
a place for cleaning muddy boots, yes, and a reserve seat 1tor truaﬁt litt
girls, who had ventured on their own account to visit the racinatin ahe e
home o1 Uncle uhrist, where were so many little colus, and iambds %n
aarling baby ducks, a loom-nouse, t00, Where Aunt Jane made great' =
treadles ana reeds go up and down with a crash, weaving carpet But &
mother 1n vexation had come for tnem and helped their recreant.thtle
legs towarashome Dby gentle gcutchings 01 & cherry-limb, wilch reposea
threateningly above thelr heads while they meditated, sitting 1n tnls

woodshed.

The worla haa now become one 0f soraia toil ana hurry that
gswept even the calldren witn 1t, Louls hed stlil Trenteéa IOrty acres oI
Uswson Pompey, ana taken the Hynamnan 10Tty OI the aisusuberea Harter
pliace. There weTre wany nired hands to 1eed, and jugs oI water to De
carriea to thirsty toilers. Little miris shoulid carry sheaves OI
wheat reaay tor the shocking. in emergengy they coula nelp their rather
by raking the cradled swathes into bundles ror nis binalng. ThatT swsier,
1n the Sunday School in the sohoolnouse in the village where their
rather was well known &8s & teacher, they haa learned to sing two gosped
songs, Wwhich were read1lly interpretea by the lire ot this farmi

40 where are the reapers who garner 1n
The sheaves of wheat Irom the rielas ol sinlt"

and that other, B8O reaolent of Labor:

sWork Tor the might 18 COmlng,
Work thro' the morning hours;
Work while the dew 1s spariing,
Work mia springing Ilowers.

Work when the day grows brighier,
Work in the glowing sun," etC.

and tnen in the gecond. stanzas;

uffork for the night 1s coming,
Work through the sunny noon,"

ana the tnira, closing out the day:

wWork Ior the night 1s coming

Under the sunset skies
While the bright tints are glowing

Work ror aaylight tlies." et&.

[N
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Annie L.Walker ma
y have been city-b
2 y-bred, but 1
m:zggfgt;sssg1:;:eo;ug§rflstenm ploneering, and,her llge:om:e:azosne
ustil with : ‘
Whitley County an the seventleg: a6

On the Pompe 1
Ry At gozggoigeoit;r1a§or_was Blendea with the beauty
g2 . oI the peacock, with the mellow Il
eagoégy peaches. But on the Harter place there were no roses noI |

ghat thgéenﬁegzaggee. Wnen autwmn came, 1t was the aeepest uléapp01ntmenc

s good app;ea. This orchara, though plantea by dear
qlu Johnny Appleseed," with the best intention, haa not brougnt 1or
rrult true to type. uouls sala that next spring he woulad grait the it
orchara. Trusting childaren tancied that grarting was & Ia&lTry Process
whereby, no longer, the desuetuae OI chilaish aelight througnh the
gearth oI a barren orchard was to be tolerated. .

in the spring or ‘vl there was much eawing 10
much visiting oi the Pompey trees, and those oI Ja%ob migiegrcﬁizgée
were brought carerully assorted packages o1 tips OI branones: There
wee much setting ol these tips ana spreaaing oI yellow waX ovel The
apparent mutilation, leaving in a stubby state tne WOTrk oI U Jonnny
Appleseed". But Louis saia 1t would bring the belovea Belil ¥lowers
ana the B8picy Northern Spys, and 1t dia, though the time was LOnNg té

waiting ochilaren.

But there were COmpensatlons. Tnis lack ol Iruit in tne orchara
mage excuse IOT ITresh morning walks to the peaceiul Pompey wooas where
juicyblackberries apoundeda, or to the Hyndman IOITY where was a glrove
o1 wila pliums, yelLiow, ana rosy purple. 4T gave occasion IOT 8 aay oIl
when tne men arove ten wiles ana prought back huckle-berries witn a

truly Boston 1lavoT.

NO QOubt The want ol rosese brought out the beauty 0i Tthe

snowy triliums, biooming unaer the umbrellas oI tne ouorous mayapples,
or the slencel yellow columbines dippea 1n red, gkilliul batik-work or
gotner Nature, OT the readish leopard lily or the 11elds, the scarlet

1 lower, the builTerrly weed tlaming on the D11181Q€, biue ana iragrant
i1r1s by the pona oOr the rare yellow laaQ -glipper Or the marsnes,
northern member or the orchida ramllye. 1he yellow primrose ana the roseée-~

ink norsemint shea thelT 1ragrance n the lane ana 1n the cCOrners oI

the tence along the dusty roadside.

Rarer were the flowers, st1ll, When the suaor oI the
gaventies was washed away by & piculc on the shores OI Biue Ri.ver uake,
rarest gem OI inaland. L4 each airection there were chains oI iakes,
1inTTa~moTalnic, IOT as 1 sai1a, the Erle moraines oI the ice Age stretch
across Wnitley @Gounty. But Blue River Lake was unique, not an 1ntra-

morainiC, but an inter-morainic boay. Ynat 18, 1T lay on the ToOp 01
tpe low(Ubroaa moTalne ana not petween two o1 tnem. Tnis explains 1t8

rare aguatlc yegetation 01 great variety. Tnere were three miles OI
poating along tvne curving shores among tne rarely aisturbea lize OI

motner hNature's acquarium, along tne shores as Iresh ana unaespoliled
as when hauntea only by skulking Povtawatomie OT miami. Here, alone,
oL all the lakes, grew the pale yellow petaled lotus, nNelunbo iutea,
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Victoria regla OI the north, with leaves rolled up anu rocking iike

8 boat, or expanaed into orbicular shielas twenty to Thirty inches

ln diametler &ana rlapping in the wind. Hesting on the polishea table
01 the water's surrace were in abundance the waxXy white saucers oI
Nyumphaea, rillea with yellow uoney. Here thnere were the trianguiar
leaves ana showy purple spikes o1 Pickerel weea, the symmetrical oval
crimson shielas oi Brazenia, tne gracerul diguliy 0I tThe reea grass,
The gracerud Siteus, aaa Gensely whorieq CApPLLILATY leaves 0I Tiae watel
MilzOLl. Ana wun the boggy jungle oI the inliet, passable only to biras
ana reptiies, grew the carnivorous Pltcher Plant, undisiurbea 1or

centuries.

Returning rrom a day Llike this, tiaere was carried home a
basket o1 rock bass, ana shining suniish, 10T & aelicaous breakiast,
:msplratlon I0r a rresh beg.mn:mg. in trutn tri wasg, Ior iLouis ana
yiarissz, not unlike 1ts place in the decade, a year of fresh

~ beginnings. Many a cherry, a plum, a peach, a pear was planted. Grapes,
raspberries, blackberries, were set out, that in the eighties brought
glorious and full fruition. And the scraggly locust trees underwent
their share of surgery. Thelr lofty tops were brought low, but even
the firet summer they poured forth healthy thanks in a wealth of shade
and fragrance. And Mrs. Clarissa was busy making borders. Vieits to
the Pompey place brought back rosee, and blue falgs, and May pinks. No
opportunity was lost to get a start of Bleeding Heart, Lemon Lily,
of Peonies and Phlax.

The autumn of '71 was smoky. For weeks clouds of it bupg
on the horizon. The smell of it was continuously in the air. They said
there were marshee burning in the Township. A fire caught in the marsh
on the Hyndman forty where the yellow lady-slipper grew. Men fought it
several days, smouldering in the dry muck, and destroying, almost,forever.
the growth of these rare plants. One morning a colored hired hand
arriving, announced that the house on the house on the Pompey place
was burned to the ground. It was so, nothing left but melted glass, and
bite of iron. The papers brought the news of Chicago's firey castrophe,
and the people thought that the barage of smoke in Whitley County was
increased from that disaster.

That fall the daughters of Clarissa came into possession of
their firet story books for children. Was it Mother Goose Rhymes? Oh
no, The Book of One Hundred Pictures; one bound in green, one bound
in blue, and bought from the pennies earned in harvest, carrying sheaves,
or carrying water. One Hundred fine wood engravinge of scenes with
children in them, and with intelligent comment on the meaning and the
moral in the picture. Mother Goose was to be had in print then, but
Louis thought such nonsense beneath the caliber of his children. How
long until they had been read through? About two hours. What then?
Read them again. Most appalling was Sampson pulling down the pillars
over the heads of all the Philistines. Most amusing was Dick being
dashed headlong from a gig attached to a run-a-way horse, Dick who had
disobeyed his parents. How could this be amusing? ‘'Twas like things
seen on the stage - just retribution - leaving the tricky Dick flying
through the eir in a most compromising position, and the audience

wondering what he would say when he came up before his father, A4S to
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a broken neck, the audience expected him to appear at once
and bow and emile before the curtain.

In the sixties the family reading had been largely fur-
nished by Township traveling libraries, a trunkful of the- best
books, well bound in sheep, being deposited with each Twonship trustee,
and loaned as many as three at a time to a family; an institution main-
tained by the 8tate and largely taken advantage of by the people. As
a Trustee of 8mith Township, Louise Metsker had had euch & trunkful of
books in his house most of the time at the Pompey place. The weekly
paper had been the Cincinnati Enguirer, or was it the Times? - with a
Yast-head appealing to the pioneer. The letters of this were formed
from log cuttings in the method of rustic chairse, or arbors, the
construction softened and graced by little twigs and tendrils. On the
father's lap behind thet paper the little Metsker girls ‘had learned to
read. How? No one can say. Louis was a school-teacher at heart, and
enjoyed experimenting on his children.

But in the seventies the paper was Harver's Weekly, illustrated,
and opening up the boundaries of the children's world even to some region
across the ocean. There was the visit of the Prince of Wales, and the
grand balls given for him in this country. There was the wedding of
Nellie Grant. What child would not feel familiar with the White House
after that? There was Horace Greeley with the curious fringe of whiskers
for so cultivated a gentleman. But he was a Democrat and Louis laughed
at him, and, so, did his children. There were the ugly ploctures, in
the upper left hand corner, on the last page (not in the middle of the
front page) drawn by Nast, which Louis and Olarissa thought clever, con-
cerning men, somewhere, called Boss Tweed, and the Mayor. But, when the
railroad joining Detroit with Ohicago was completed through Churubusco,
this paper gave way to the Qhicago Inter Ocean.

Yet the numbers, bound into two or three huge volumes by the
deft Clarisea, were enjoyed for many years, in the attic, by the children
on reiny days, or when they wished to slip away from dish washing or
dusty sweeping. There was a rarer volume,still, bound by this practical
lady, ere she was COlarissa Metsker. “The Children's Frien %, of the
fiftles, a welcome and appreciated visltor, (eviden ¥) to the Sunday
8chools of those ploneer times. Clarissals children of the seventies
found it better than their own, and wore it out with reading. There
were the wood cuts of the Victorian painters, masterpieces. 8ir
Wilkie Collins was a favorite. There was the story of Grace Darling,
and a picture of her in the boat with her father on the black and stormy
water. When the next little sister was added to the family, the children
begged that she might be called Grace Darling, and so in 1872 it came

about she was.

When Grace Darling came, things were mending. The new
"Georgian" front porch had replaced that old one. The curb of the well,
and the cellar doors were solid and safe for children to play upon
ad libitum . The deep windows were filled with gernaniums even in the
winter. And Jacob Nickey had made another innovation.
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On a enowy wintry night Louis and Clarissa with their little
girle all wrapped in buffalo robes - had Louis realized that those robes
meant in the desiruction of the bison he had never bought them -
no nor had them as & gift - but wrapped in buffalo robes the family
slipped over to the patriarchal headquarters. On entering, not the
usual glowing hearth and roaring chimney greeted them, but out in front
where it had drawn the numerous families about for so many years etood
a veritable, and creditable, reduction of the Monument of Lysicrates,
done in shining Russia iron and nickel. Evidently Lord Elgin had made
Greek art so popular that Greek design had permeated industrial art
and reached to the pioneer regions of Whitley County, Indiana. The
utility of this parlor stove was so complete that the cheer and romance
of the open fire vanished like mist before the sun. Louls and Clara
would have one,too. But since they were paying off that mortgrge they
woutd be satisfied with a plain cast iron model.

When now the little girls numbered four, Clariesa felt the
burden of hand mede garments, lovely as they were when done by her.
Again Jeoob Nickey played his role of patriarch. He had presented to
his wife an improved Wheeler and Wilson, which made & stitch alike on
both sides. Gladly he would let his daughter Clarisse have the discarded
Grover and Baker, a good machine, though deaving a chain stitch on the
under side. But Olarissa was pleased to have this help and looked for-
ward hopeful of prosperity like her father's. Louis, too, ventured
to avail himself of a mower, and a Dodge self-rake reaper. Now the
oradles and the scythes and the rekes were relegated to the archives
of farming. Now the lovely cordings, and shirringe, and deinty puffings
of cambric and percale were replaced by rows of machine gtitchings often

in gay and contrasting color.

In a prosperous autumn Louie and Clarissa attended the Btate
Fair at Indianapolis. They saw the Soldier's Monument, and the Blind
Asylum, and the Bchool for Deaf and Dumb. 1Twas wonderfull They brought
each little girl a bead basket made by the blind children, who made not
a misteke in the colors of the design. At another time Louis took his
wife to visit his people in Tuscawras County. She found them not nearly
so Dutch as she had anticipated. B8ome of them were quite well-to-do

and aristocratioc.

During the early seventies the “Georgian' front porch was
the center of life on a Sunday. Here in the Dutch rocker sat Louis, and
in the new cane rocker sat his wife, the song books of their courtship
in hand, some with buckwheat notes, some with round, but containing the
most melodious music a8 they sang them together again, her soft treble,

his mellow bgse.

Later in the seventies that religious activity which occupied
the family to the end of the century set in, and Louls became the
superintendent of the Bunday 8chool and steward in the church in which
his children were to direct the music, teach, and put on the many
entertainments. Local charity and the Worman's Christian Temperance Union
began to give Olarissa something to do outside her home, although ite

dutiee were increasing.
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When 1879 arrived Louls had paid off that mortgage, and had
immediately taken the obligation of another purchase of the Hyndman
forty. The Harter house had been enlarged now by an ell pro-viding,
kitchen, pantry, cistern, and porches, one opening on the garden, ome
on the setting sun, where the family was wont to gather when the day's
work was done. The great room up-stairs, with six windows, was now
divided making private bedrooms for the growing family. The children
numbered six, eilx daughters, and late in December came the seventh, in
December 1879, the charmed seventh daughter, destined by the Dutch
saying to see the world.

The eldest daughter now a tall and slender girl of fifteen
birthday's had made a good record for herself at school. The only
standardized tests, then, of intellectual attainment in the County were
the teacher's examinations. Having tried one of these, on her teacher?s
recommendation she had been granted a teacher's license, a first class
teacher's license. Although so young, yet Louis and Olarissa thought
she might safely try a summer session of the country schools, and one
was secured for the asking, on the reputation of her father. WNow came
a break 1n the continuity of the family 1life for she must be away from
Monday morning to the Friday evening. However, so well she played with
that school of fifteen boys and girls that her reputation wae made as
the daughter of her father, and in that autumn, having now turned
eixteen, she entered on her career as a primary teacher in the little

town of Ohurubusco.

The easy eightles were ushered in by the addition of an or ,
& musical instrument bought from the earnings of the eldest daughter,g?g
was a fine one bought at the factory in Fort Wayne, where the father,
mother and daughter had selected 1t themselves, while the father had so
proudly said that hls daughter was buying it out of her own money. Now
the three older girls had music lessons. More and more that organ,

on evenings after supper, and on Bundays, became the center of a whole-
some social 1life a8 these daughters grew up through the eighties. The
second deughter took up teaching, and then spent a year in the cit{,
specially studying music - this sister so full of natural talent. Late

in the eighties Callle, named for her mother, followed in the footsteps
of her eisters, and kept up the reputation of the family, The lane,

now a handsome avenue of hardwood trees, owing to the thoughtful planting
of loule in the seventles, the people called "Lover!s Lane”, leading

to "Locust Lawn", abode of bounteous hospitality.

At the close of the eighties Louis has purchased the Pompey
forty, and ie looking with covetous eye on another forty between him
and the village. He 1is busy bullding a barn, the finest in the County.
Bo occupied with his own affairs is he that he hardly knows the romantic
gtork hae sent advance information of another visit to Locust Lawn.
Clarissa awaits its coming in quiet communion with herself, and some
confidences entrusted t¢ her eldest daughter. An ineffable and mysteri-
ous loneliness enthralls, during gestation. This eighth daughter, or
ninth child will have a bond of sympathy with its mother that willmake
her slightest wish ite first consideration.

The house is full of good reading. The Century Magazine is
a regular visitor. Howells, and the modern novels lie at hand. The poets
are household texts. The rag carpete are displaced by ingrain
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menufacture. The simple, but fine old furniture is moved out, foe new,
ugly, marble-topped, but modern. Sheer draperies on those o.d recessed
windows make them beautiful. Flowers and fruit now are unsurpassed any
where. Locust Lawn has become a real Blace, known widely and a rendevous
of Whitley County's best young men.

On a Beptember night, while the clock is not yet on the
stroke of twelve, a gentle lady, Aunt Ruah, comes to the roome of the
seven girls and gently wakens them.Bhe telle them to rise. It is the
dawn of a great day. For there has been born in the Metsker family,late,
and at last, a son, a brother. The girls dress and descend, doubtful,
and one by one. In the pillowed Dutch rocking chair reclines a wonderful
c¢hild, and there is such an atmosphere of wonder and joy and surprise in
the father and mother as would convince the sturdiest skeptic. At last
the girls have a brother, and to bring him up, he has seven sisters.

That boy child was born into a world completely changed from
that into which, some twenty odd years before his eldest sister was
ushered. There 1s a telephone in the house to which he has come, and a
daily paper. Its doors and windows are protected by wire gaume screens,
and from his first day he is surrounded by comfort and prosperity. His
father's wheat will be cut by a self-binder, and threshed by steam
power. He will never see horse-power tread-mills running any machine:He
will never ride in a farm wagon except about farm work. The milk will
be sent to a dairy, and he will not be called upon to 1ift a churn dasher.
Electricity will light his way; candles will be used for festal occasions
only. He will be showered with Ychildren's books", and ere he starts to gq&o
8chool his doting sisters will have read to him again and again “Uncle
Tom's Cabin®, "Black Beauty", "The Great Stone Face" and “The Stories of
the Bible" with half-tone reproductions of the masters as i1llustrations.
His musical taste will be developed at a piano, not a reed organ. He
will finish a modern High 8chool with an elaborate Commencement. He will
teach school like his father and each of his seven sisters but he will
enter a University and train for engineering, leaving his father!s farm
to strangers, and agriculture to others - sad, but due to the government's
failure to make the profession of agrioulture profitable, even as
profitable, as school-teaching was then in the beginning of the
nineteen-hundreds.

La fine corona 1'opera. A Place, an avenue of hardwood trees,
a life of leadership 1n his County, seven daughters, and, at last, a son
delighting his advanced years, is the tale of the Hooeier School-master's

achlevement.
* “When Adam dolve, and Eve span,

Who was then the gentleman?"
Ella Ruahmah.

* Lines used by John Ball to encourage
the Rebels in Wat Tyler'!s Rebellion.
See Hume's History of Englend, Vol.l, ch.1l7.
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STATE OFF INDIANA
WHITLEY COUNTY

Having Examined Lewis G. Metscer as to qualifications as a COMMON SCHOOL TEACHER. We
]
hereby certify that he is qualified to teach
Orthograpghy. Reading. Writing. Arithmetic. English Grammar and
Geography. that he has furnished satisfactory evidence of good moral character. and possesses Lhe
grapiiy ) g I

requsile capacity for governing a School.
This Certificate to be valid for 9 months from the date thereof.
Given at Columbia City, this 24 day of November. A.I). 1860.

School Examiner
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Letter from a Civil War Soldier to his
friend Louis Metsker
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To: Louis F. Metsker
Churubusco, Whitley County, Indiana

Camp at LaVergne Tennessee
January 22, 1863

Friend Louis,

As this seems to be a sort of play spell for me I concluded to improve the time by answering your kind
letter which was read the 19" and read with pleasure.

I'went down to the slaughter shop what is more generally known as the Hospital this morning for the
first time since enlisting. We were out on a scout yesterday and marched some 16 miles in the trip
and when I awoke this morning I found my jaws swelled up on each side not a little to my
inconvenience in the grinding of slapjacks and other things too numerous to mention. Fearing that I
might catch cold by doing duty, I went to the Doctor to be excused. My health in other respects is as
usual except the above mentioned (mumps).

This place (LaVergne) is 15 miles from Nashville and the same distance from Murfreesborn on the
Pike leading between the two places also on the Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad. It has been
from all appearances a flourishing village but there is nothing now left but one map of ruins in the
place where the town stood. There are only 3 or 4 houses left in town of any account. The country
about here seems level at a first view, but on taking a more extended view of the country we find it
quite rolling country the hills gradually ascending and descending to a great distance. Our camp may
be seen from the direction of Nashville 2 % miles so you may judge of the face of the country. The
Brigade is about being divided and scattered along the Pike in order to protect our supply trains on
the way to the main army. The soil is clay and of a very adhesive nature when mixed with water.
Consequently as we have had a great deal of rain here lately we have likewise our share of mud.
There are many things here that have met our view so often that we do not think it worth while men-
tioning yet they might interest you. It might be quite a treat to you to have the privilege of entering
some of the caves of Ky. and Tennessee and viewing their spacious rooms or of quenching your thirst
at some of the lost creeks or rivers where they emerge from the earth and run a few rods - perhaps
above the surface and then disappear and not be seen again for a mile or two. There is one in this
town where you go down through a narrow opening about 15 feet to a small cave with a nice little
stream flowing through its opening. The roaring of the water may be heard as it pours over a
precipice, while standing on the ground above the cave you cannot be seen when in the cave.

Brother Mac is trying to bake some biscuit for dinner, as we drew some flour instead of hard bread
the last drawing of rations, but we are so ill prepared for using flour that I think crackers much the
best. Lieut. Slagh is still unable to speak aloud and it is my opinion will never recover while he
remains in the service. Hank Rice has never been with the Regiment since we left Danville, Ky. Jas-
per McNear was left back at Gallatin quite unwell. Josiah’s health is pretty good.



We have not received any pay yet nor do I expect to before the middle of March. I don’t kuow how
long we will stay at this place. We have been cutting the timber around our camp where it ap-
proached near to us and preparing to fortify. I have not time to write any more at present as the bis-
cuits are done and I'm out of paper. Write soon and often and Oblige

Your Friend

G.L. Walker
Direct as before
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Newspaper Articles and Letters to and from
the Metsker Siblings
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MISHAPS"OF A DAY.

| Miss Grace Metsker Shot While

Riding 1n a Street Car,

A Kolb, a Carpenter, Mashes His
Hand—H. L. Downey Hurt While
Coupling Cars.

Miss Maxie Nickey, of Bouth Wayne,
has 88 her guest Miss Grace Metaker, a
voung lady who resides near Ohurubusce,
Yesterday ufteragoon, before the shower,
they planned an exoursion: to Liunden-
wood. Shorily afier arriving at the
cemetery a threateniug rain cloud moved
overhead 'snd they hastened their way
homeward. - They boarded a Main streey
car, and at Broadway were transierred (o
the Belt line. On West QCreighton ave-
nue, near Williams grove, Miss Megpker
raised her hand to the bell rope and rang
for the car bo-stop. Before she drqpped
the bell acrap-a bullet struck her left arm
a few inohes abqve the wriat,:: The bulley
was nol & speot ball, aa it was imbedded
deep in the fleah. The young lady leaped
from the onr seat and soreamed: ‘I have
been shot!”  Miss Nickey rushed. Lo hes.
asgistance and caught. her as shesip}]
in 8 tpint. Theyoyng lady. revived -io
an inatapt and” walked 1w the Nickey
homestead south of the Williams park.
Dy. Ggot;ge g E{,ﬂpen? ;v:.s cg.liad, He
pro the bullet an ung it e
as x}? bogga hgd‘been-broke%. The wouu%g

,ismmmm@@@fé&nﬁmu& nuot evem

ioas, put nnless thiY . promiscuons shooi-,
ing inside the Qity-lmits or near ige sub-

urba is nos discontinued, ' serious resnlis
may.be apprehended. The officers are of
the opinion that the ball was fired from

ay air' gian 'as no:.residents ju the: viginlty

of the acoldent heard the repart of! fize-

atms a5 -thas time. :
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CHURUBUSCO
AND VICINITY

A FAMILY OF TEACHERS.

A rather unique Liet concerning the
Fannly of Lewis F. Metsker who resides
st southwest of  Charnbusco  was
brougbt o hpbt since the recent re-
burn of hie  danghiers,  Miss Ella
Metsker of Delta, Coloradn, and Mys,
Kutharine Barry, of Beanmaont, Texas,
The entire family of seven danghiters
and one 3on, bave been or now  wre
schiool teachers, and even the father
himself was a pioneer seliolmnster
some forty odd years ago. This is a

véry unusual sitnation and is one of
whicli the family ean justly be proud.

Miss Ella Metsker, the eldest dangh-
ter, has been in the profession tor
twenty years, nchnding a nnwmber ol
terms in Smith ownship, at Aukurn,
and lastly at Delta, Colorado, where
she was principal of the schools.  She
left Sunday tur Chicago to enter the
Chieago University for one year and.
will not teach next winter

The next sister, Rose. spent six yeurs
wielding the hireh until she became
bhe wile of J. H. Chrisamer of this city.
Miss Callie taught aseveral terms al
Churnbuscee and Columbia City ani
finally sccepted a position as haok-
keeper for Will Brown now at Miteliell, 1
Ind.  She held this situation for ten
veurs at a lucrative salary, giving ii up
(o accompany her sister, Mrs. Sam
(Grace) Nickey to Colorado on account
of the latter’'s failing health. Mus.
Nickey taught three years in Chiirn-
Lnseo and in the_townahin

—

B S——
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.| Beaumont, Texas.

'Metsker bas been & powertul factor in

DUBUY Itk 188 VW VW 17 asiveseprse

Mrs. Harvey (Gertrude) I.awrence,
of Springfield, Obio, taught two years
at Columbia City and later at 'Busco
before taking up a domestic career asa
minister’s wife.

Mrs. Charles (Katherine) Barry
spent a oouple of years in the school
room at Churubusen, was deputy audi-
tor under D. W. Sanders, and is now
the wife of a prominent attorney at

Miss Lois Metsker, the youngent
daugbter, has taught thuse years at
Anburn and 'Busco and just returned
home Saturday from the State Um-i
versity at Bloomington, where she fin-
ished her second year in fitting herself!
for the teaching profession,

Last, but not least, is Fred Metsker,
the youngest child and only son in the
family. He has taught two years in
Smith townsbip and is preparing for
the school room pext fall. Mre. Lewis

urging her children to secure the best |
in the educational line and boti she
and her hushand are entitied to creo;lit
for rearing such a family. It is quite
probable that another, similar to it,
does not exist in Indiana.
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Letter from Grandmother Nickey to her sister Ella in 1904. This was prior to her marriage to Grand-
father Nickey.

Bloomington, Ind.
May 10, 1904

Meine liche Schwester Ella:
(First part of'the letter ts in German)

That is a sample of my German. | Sear yowwill think: I am a fierce blunderer and I have a picture of you
laughing at my mistakes. | l/wmug/z{y enjoy my German classes and get my Ger lessons with more zest
than I would pick up a novel. We are reading a G- drama now. We are reading Vergil this term - = Do™
about 75 or 100 lines per day - That is much harder Jor me. Such fine days we are having now - The
lemptation to go walking and riding quite overcomes my good resolutions very ofien. [ have a good friend

who takes me to every baseball game and then [ am learning to play tenauis.

You spoke of the World's Fair. Can't you plan to meet our people there? I wrote to mother saying [ would
keep house while she went but she thinks she is not well enough to stand the trip - Then father is not going
- and that will make a difference. I rec’d a letter from them today - conveying the news that they have a
phone - at last - It tickled me thru and thru to hear of it.

You spoke of social affiirs. Really everybody entertains here with cards and dancing - I never saw such a
place for it - Now and then. there are other things but nothing startlingly new. You play = Pit” of course.
A SJuvenile party is nice for girls - All come in short childrens dresses. bring luncheon in baskets and
play children’s games. I have a lots of'sets of questions - prizes are given for the best answers - can send
them if'you like. Once the hostess gave each of us a stick of gum & the name of an animal on a slip of pa-
per. After chewing the gum till it was soft we were told to mold our gum into the shape of an animal. Once
we avere given watercolors and told to paint a litle picture each having the same things in it - viz- house -
road - tree - fence - awarded prizes to best picture - (I got it too) Once everyone brought something funny
done up in a parcel and then auctioncered them off - afier which they opened them.

O My - 1 just noticed it is 12 PM - think I must go to bed and perhaps [ can write more in the morning.
I have been getting up at 5 AM - latterly. Just think of it.

Adios

Lots

272



Letter from Fred Metsker to Sister Ella
Churubusco, Indiana, December 14, 1904
Dear Sister Ella,

I'wonder how you pass the long winter eve nings and I wish we conld pass them together and learn
how to play chess or study German together or talk art or maybe 1 conld pe lsumlv you to take a
hand at whist. My how I wished for yon when I went throngh the fiue arts building at the exposi-
tion for I know you could have told mie so meh and made things so mneh more interesting. The
way it was | was never sure that | was looking at a good picture until I saw the price and as for the
artists I did not know them from Adam and Lois and | quarreled over a pictirre becanse she said it
was a Madonna aud I said it wasn’t but the worst was that we were not able to pick out a single
statne of Venus. One thiug that I noticed in partienlar was the difference between the paintings of
the different nations. for instance. yon conld tell the instant you left the German exhibit and en-
tered the Ttalian, thongh just what the difference was I can’t tell. We were lncky enough to hear
the greatest organist in the world. I forget his name. play on the finest organ in the world. He made
a lerrible le(,kll part of the time and part of the time he played bmulllnlly I could write you ny
tablet full about the wonderfnl things I saw and it was the most remarkable three days of my life
nuless it was my week in Chicago. I am going to have a weeks vacation after Xmas and Lois will be
here next Thursday. | send yon lots of love for my Nmas gift, for that is the cheapest thing | can
give and I have lots of it to give away. | am sav g every penny I can to go to college next winter
and I think that if T have fair lnck with my potatoes that I will have enongh by spring for two
years al least. I want to go west next smmmner and see things and make my expenses and 1 intend to
go if the folks have things arranged so they can spare me. | have bought a new fountain pen which
wriles fine. even better than iny old one and it only cost a dollar too. School goes along in the same
old way: some days are long and hard aud others short and easy. I have to punish very little and
have good order most of the time, but once in a while I have to sail in and then I rattle their bones

together about proper. 1 wonder if you ever have to give yonr kids a raking np to keep them
straight and I would give a quarter to hear you when you wax elogquent. T am forgetting my Ger-

inan terribly but hope it will come back to me easily. I can say over a lot of declensions and conju-
gations and don’t even kuow what they mean. I put an honr ev cry evening on my algebra exeept
when I write letters or go to town and I am getting along slowly. It is very easy but [ ]m\ e forgot-
ten a good deal. 1 am teaching it now to my seventl grade and they take to it casily. Maybe you
remeinber Paul ligolf. 1 think that you started him and he is the brightest boy I have ever seen. He
is Lwelve years old and does eighth grade work finely. I think I remember iy geometry best of all
my high school studies and I wish 1 had the chance to teach plane G. 1f 1 was going to be a school
Imchvr I would go in for mathematics and history for they are the two things T like. My school
house is a perfect \\lcck and 1 have to burn about a cord of wood a day to keep it warm. The stove
is cracked and split and the drafts are all broken and wheu the thing g gels going it is impossible to
stop her and we all just lay back and let the sweat come and the kids look so comical and distressed
that T just sit and chuckle to myself to watch them. Wishing you a merry merry Xmas and a
happy New Year. [ must close.

Your Affectionate Brother, Fred



Letter from Fred Metsker to his sister (Grace Darling Metsker) and then wife of Grandfather Nickey.
Lois in the letter refers to Grandmother Nickey.

Spellings, ctc. or misspellings are as they appear in the original letter.

Mrs. S. M. Nickey Churususco. Indiana
Dencer. Colo September 16. 1900

Dear Sis:-

[ have finished Conistan.  Therefore I have time to write a letter as all my odd moments in the past few
days have been occupied with that book. Lois read it through the first day - and night - afier it arrived but
it has taken me almost a week. | don’t read novels as fast as 1 used to but observe the charachters more

closely and pay less attention to the yarn part. I thanf: you very very much Jor the book: and for remember-

ing the significance of the 7th. Not that the 7 is very important but just for remembering it anyway. la-

ther gave me a check for ten, and Mother « complete set of Shakespear. Lois and I are holding the fort all
by ourselves since dinner as Father and Mother have gone to Uncle Alex’s to spend the afiernoon. We are

kind of lonesome or else it is just the effect of Lois™ cake which we had for dinner. Lois made a devil’s

Jood vesterday - Mother superintended till the dope was all mixed and Lois did the rest. When it came out
of the oven it was expanded mightily but 1 guess it got punctured - anvhow it sort of condensed so to speak

- a sad affiir. 1 bought a new horse yesterday. She is a pretty little four year old sorrel and very gentle ap-

parently and also a goer. Old Tony will now be relegated to the junk heap or at least be retired on his mer-

is at a ripe old age. I am sure he will be missed up town. | know have a most perplexing question before

me. What girl shall I choose to ride with me behind my gallant steed? [ sure don’t want any punkins

huarled at my head as [ cross the bridge at midnight. I have several farorable candidates in view and the

election will probably soon take place. The great Fort W. fair happens next week and 1 expect (o hold
down a seat. Perhaps Llla has told you about my friend Doctor Stetrick. I had to make him a present of
one dollar to settle. I guess I am owing letters to evervbody. This is my first attempt at letter writing for
almost four months. I think I 1will commence with the oldest and work down: that is what T have been

thinking for three months and is quite a good thought. Lois has been painting the house or at any rate she

has been drawing it. She sits on the barnyard fence and draws and eats green peaches. Give that tall girl
Eleanor my very best love. | have a letter up my sleeve for her the rery next one. With lots of lore I am as

aliways

Dein Bruder

Fries
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Letter from Fred Metsker (brother to Grandmother Nickey) to his niece Eleanor (daughter of Grand-
mother and Grandfather Nickey). At the time of this letter, Grace, Grandmother Nickey’s sister, was
then the wife of Grandfather Nickey.

Spellings, etc. or misspellings are as they appear in the original letter.

Miss Eleanor Nickey. Churubusco. Ind.
Denver, Colo Oclober 2. 1906

Meine Liehe Miidehen:

I understand that I am addressing an cight grade star. | suppose | must be very careful of my grammar and
spelling now or you will laugh at me. Well I am still a little the biggest and you want 10 be carcfull or | will
turn you over my knee the next time | come to Colo. Yesterday 1 had 1o help my girl get a couple ol arith-
metic problems just like the ones you have to work 1 reckon and she is a great big girl getting ready to teach.
We got them both worked though after putting our heads together over them and then we went to another
girls house and stayed awhile. | liked the second girl hest and [ ihink 1 will have 10 help her work her prob-
lems next Sunday. She has a big dimple in each check and can play the piano to heat anything. After we lell
girl number two's house. girl number one and | went 10 a temperance meeting at the ML church. Just as
the preacher was at the most thrilling point of his discourse a big 1om cat strolled out into the pulpit and
rubbed between the preachers legs and flustered the preacher and tickeled everybody. After this two girls
tried to sing a duet and made an awful noise in the effort. | wanted 10 improve the sound and tried to coax
the cat up 1o my seat so 1 could prick his tail. A week from last Sunday | was at Unele Sam’s for dinner. |
ate so much that they will never ask me back again. Sam tried to hold me even and made himself sick or clse
it was the excitement over the new railroad he is going to build. His railroad will have three rails instead of
two and the cars are going to run faster than a Japanese cannon ball. Sam went into For Wayne yesterday
in an auto which went so fast it caught fire and all burned up but the front wheels. Sam did not get home

until very late because of it.

It has heen almost three months since [ gol your last long letter. | have heen picking apples this afternoon
goty g ] g apy
but stopped in time to take my biweekly shave hefore supper. | wish you were here 1o elimb the tree and
Pi Y ) Pl M :

pick those I can’t reach from the ladder. We have a crazy kitten too. It is blind in one eye. has fleas. and

positively has no sense at all. | call it Mowler. It wifl cal nothing but fresh milk. This morning 1 killed a nice

fresh juicy rat with my gun and took it all the way to the barn and that kitten just turned up its nose. Then
y Y& y )

| offered it a nice fresh warm sparrow and it just sneaked off under the granary. It is a wonderfully wild

I } g Y Y
heast too. You can’t catch it with your hands but have to sneak up on its blind side and lasso it with a
) I .
siring. Halloween will soon be here and [ wonder what you will be up to. 1 have an eye on one of Uncle
g ) I )

Sam’s bugey wheels but am afraid he will lock the barn this year. Colo. School of mines” foothall team plays

£e)y : 0 ) pray

Indiana University soon. | have bet a quarter on the Indiana boys. T don’t think the Colo. hoys amount to

‘ Y )
much. do you? I was in Dr. Briggs office last night when there was a boy came in and 1old the doctor that
there was a dead man lieing in the yard by the church. We hurried up to where he was and struck a matceh
g ) I
and he really looked dead. Tle was stretched out on the grass with his eves elosed and you could not see him
Y g y

breath at all but there was a little color in his cheeks and the Dr knew he was not dead. We shook him

around some and lie began 1o come to. Doc asked him if he had been drinkine and he replied “three days.”
o o

After while he got up and staggered around. Said he had been drinking “Hopkins and Allen” and was up
g F £e g |

there “tending Sunday school.” I have only been three days writing this letter - just about a page a day

when [ would be called to something else. We must close with lots of love to all. | am ever your humble and

obedient Uncle to command.

Fritz



Letter from Fred Metsker to his mother, Clarissa Nickey Metsker, in 1910

Spellings, etc. or misspellings are as they appear in the original letter.

Laramie, WY, 3/24/1910

Dear Folks: Just a line to tell yon where I am, R.F.D. #1 Hogs Ranch, Laramie. Wy. Everything

is fovely except the weather. 1L was fierce yesterday but not so bad today. Grub is fair and a com-

ing appetite. I got my men and baggage aboard the train jnst as it started. We reached Laramie at

five AM. We were in Cheyenne from eleven till three. There was about thirty russiaus. men.
women & children sleeping on the station floor in Chey. The babies all got hungry abont twelve
o'clock and there was a general nnrsing. The kids all had their clothes up around their necks and
they didnt have any panties on either. Some of the women wasnt much better. T wish yon could
have scen their stockings. Had the rainbow beat forty ways. The boys were riding in the smoker
with a bunch of dagoes when all of the dagoes took a notion to take oft their shoes. The boys came

out in a hurry.
Adios
With love

I'red

Letter from Callie Metzger to her sister Ella in 1956
Dear Ella and Isdward.
No knews—am here. not assure of anything from today. Just close your eyes and draw yvour own
R ted o I
picture if yon can. just waiting for release. HR lied hard and fast in Federal Court in . That
is the job. We cannot do anything about. Do not discuss it with Lucy. just forget about her. She
trusts HR quite well. Let it rest at that. The burden is on HR.
Keep me in your hearts and minds. but take care of yourselves. I cannot write more not.

Lots of love.

Callie
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The Legacy of the Adventurous Metsker Women

277




Not ouly were the Metsker women well-edneated and artistic. but they were also strong-willed and
adventurons. A scrapbook called =~ A Wedding Journey” docmmnents a hiking trip to Colorado made
by Ella Metsker Milligan, daughter of Lonis Metsker and older sister of Grandmot her Nickey. and
her husbhand, Edward Milligan in 1914 . The seraphook notes that. according to the park rangers
and the old settlers in the area of Berthoud Pass. Bl was the first woman to walk over the Conti-
nental Divide. an elevation of 11,306.5 feet. From the foot of the Pass to the top was six miles. Part
of her description of the trip:

o all one hnndred ses cuty-five miles were made on foot. They were
monntain miles, which constantly wind about. and are nphill both ways.
so that they are equivalent to two hundred straight wiles. Three hnudred
miles were made by train. stage, or anto. This Journey consumed fonrteen
days. The longest day’s walk was from Granby to Grand Lake, the hardest
aud also most awe inspiring, over the trail into Estes Park. Baggage
carried. beside the camera. weighed eight pounds. Highest alitude reached
was between 12.000 and 13.000 feet.

Itis called a “Wedding Journey™ because it was the first vacation since
we were married. and it was better than honeymooniug in the accepted fashion.

Another interesting Metsker story for anyone interested in Sonthwest art and artists 1s found in the
A b )
Metsker family history book recarding Katherine Metsker. another of Grandmother Nickey's older
R R el ™ R
sisters.

She was graduated from the Churubusco Public and ligh School.
She tanght in the Columbia City Public Schools: she spent a year

as private tutor to a group of children on an extensive cattle ranch.
near Springer. New Mexico. Residing at this ranch was the young
American painter, Irving Couse. Katheriue and Irving Conse formed
a party. traveling on horscback. to visit the Indian Fiesta and Dances
at Taos. This visit to Taos led gradually to the establishment of the
famons Artists’ Colony at Taos. of which Irving Couse was pioneer.
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The Nickey Family
Division IV
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A Brief Chronology of the Trail from Herrnhut, Saxony to Memphis, Tennessee
through the Nickey Family

George Niecke

Married Johanna Eleonore Donath
Lmigrated from Saxony 1o America in 1743

Married Klizabeth

David Nickey

Smigrated 1o America in 1769 (26 years afier his parents emigraled 10 America)

Settled in Pennsylvania. Maryland and Virginia

Samuel Nickey 1

Born 1700 in Saxony
Died in 1832 in Virginia

Smigrated 1o America in 1769 with parents
Lived in Pennsylvania and Virginia
Married Auna Catherine Balsley

Anna Catherine lived in Pennsylvania and Virginia. After Samuel’s death, moved with children 1o the Northwesl

Territory of Ohio and later to the wilderness of Indiana

Division |
Samuel Nickey 11
1809—1801
Moved 1o Ohio with family
Married Elizabetly Gradless
Moved 1o Indiana

Addison Bovd Nickey
184H1—1917
Born in Indiana
Married Orpha Lavinia Mossman
Moved 1o Memplhis

Samuel Mossman Nickey
1868—1959
Born in Indiana
Married Grace Darling Metsker
Afler Graces™ death married her sister.
Lois l'rances Melsker (also his cousin)
Moved to Memphis

Division IV

Jacob Nickey

1814—1892
Born in Virginia
Ist wife was Elizabeth Briggs
Moved 1o Indiana

Clarissa Nickey
1842—1913
Born in Indiana
Married Louis 1. Metsker
Lived in ludiana until after her husband’s deatly

Lois Frances Metsker
1879—1949
Born in Indiana
Married Samuel Mossman Nickey
Moved 1o Memphis

Samuel Mossman Nickey, Jr.

Married Elizabeth Concord McKellar
Lived entire life in Memphis
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The Nickey Family - Division IV
Clarissa Nickey Ancestry

The Trail from Herrnhut, Saxony through Pennsylvania,
Maryland, Virginia, Ohio_and Indiana to Tennessee

This branch of the Nickey Family begins with Jacob Nickey. son of Samuel Nickey |
y y beg Y- y
and brother of Samuel Nickey 1. See the Nickey Family - Division | for details of
Y y y
the life of Samuel Nickey I and ancestors.

Jacob Nickey was born in 1814 in Virginia. At the time of his birth. his father Samuel
was still enlisted in the War of 1812. Jacob and his four siblings were well educated in
the Lutheran parochial and private schools in Staunton, Virginia. While in Virginia.
the Nickey sons learned from their grandfather Christian Balsley how to measure
himber. estimate the commercial value of a tree and to handle men and machinery.
The himber industry, as well as farming. became traditional in the Nickey family.

Jacol was cighteen years old when. after the death of his father. Anna Catherine. his
mother. packed up her family in wagons and moved to the Northwest Territory of
Ohio. When his mother moved again in 1834 10 take up land on the Eel River in Indi-
ana, Jacob and his first wife. Elizabeth Briggs. decided to stay behind in Ohio. Later
in 1838. alter they had acquired some means, they followed the Nickey family to
Indiana. Upon their arrival. Jacob continued to make his livelihood as a farmer and
also became very active in the local politics and the business of the community.
Elizabeth contracted malaria and died. leaving Jacob a widower at age 30 with five
little girls and an infant son in the wilderness of the Northwest Territory. Over the
course of the next four years. Jacob undertook a project to build a church for the
United Brethren in Christ as a memorial to his wife. Whitley Counly records say il
was built in 1848. His children and grandchildren attended this church for over forty-
five years until changing social conditions forced the abandonment of this rural com-
munity center.

Ln 1849. Jacob married Catherine Crabill who “accepted him at par value and as-
sumed the responsibility of his six children.” Jacob was known for his tender care
and protectiveness of his daughters. Brought up in Virginia. he retained the South-
ern view of the Negro and during the Civil War was known as “a Copperhead.” one
who sympathized with the South. e is described as the family patriarch in finan-
cial, social, religious and personal matters. Jacob was the first in his community to
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purchase the most up to date equipment and elaborate furnishings. e was known
for his generosity to his family and his lovable character. In his later years. he “lived
a leisurely life. merely supervising his estate. and expressing his opinion.

This quote from Jacob’s story in The Nickey Family history is an excellent deserip-
tion of the edneational opportunities which faced his children in the rural Indiana
wilderness at the time.

His children were given all the education available in the pioneer
country schools, the mere beginnings of the excelleat System of Edu-
cation ol Indiana, later. The tragedy of pioneering is that the chil-
dren of pioneers, rather than their parents. pay the price of pioneer-
ing. In the case of Jacob Nickey. he. himsell. as a child and youth, en-
joyed the opportunities of Virginia. reflecting wealth and a stage of
culture already developed on the Atlantic Seaboard at the turn of his
century. He had the added breadth of horizon. too. obtained by his
thousand-mile journey, leisurely. across the Mountains and the West-
ern public domain until he had reached the land office at Fort Wayne,
Indiana. But his children were born in the wilderness. As children
and as youth their horizon embraced only this wilderness and the
rude carly living conditions thus enforced. They had only the begin-
nings of schools, the rarest and poorest of teachers. who might be
willing to face the privations and poorer pay of these primitive efforts
at education: often only sixty days of school in a year. They had no
musical instruments or music teachers except, now and then. a stroll-
ing musician who would “get up a singing school.” Social activities
were confined more or less to the “frolics™ connected with labor: and
the means of transportation limited the dress to that of the very
practical. Further, as the Public System of Education gradually was
organized (o include high schools and higher institutions of learning.
the burden of taxation to build up and support this system fell.
rather upon these very children of the pionecers who had enjoyed ot
the slightest iota of these very advantages they paid for and devel-
oped for the young to come. IHow often one heard these children of
pioneers say. I didn’t get to go to school. but [ want my children to
have a good education. - the best there is.
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[t was in this environment that Jacob’s daughter. Clarissa Nickey. born in 1842. lived.
Her mother had died when she was four years old and she grew wp under the tiutelage
of her father and later, when she was seven years old. under the care of her step-
mother. Clarissa married Lonis T Metsker in 1863. One of her daughters wrote the
attached character sketeh of Clarissa which was read at her funeral in 1913,

Louis and Clarissa Metsker had eight children. six girls and one boy. Lois Frances
Metsker. born in 1879, was the youngest of the girls. In 1910. Lois married Samuel
Mossman Nickey. her second cousin and widowed husband of her older sister Grace.
Sam and Lois had two children, Samuel Mossman Nickey Jr. and Lois Elizabeth
Nickey. See the Metsker and Nickey family histories.
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Jacob Nickey
1814—1892

Elizabeth Briggs
1817—1844
and
Jacob Nickey
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Character Sketch of Clarissa Nickey Metsker
Read at her funeral on March 27, 1913

287




=0TAUOD SUCI}B JO UCWOM ® S89747T
<BYD I3Y X03 x0o0d ey} Buocwe umcuy
70 ‘8311 X8y 30 sI®eL Axte
I0A0 DPOATT OUS SIOUA UWMG] OWOY
oYl UT Jaom LIBUCTIEE W 8, UGWOA
pue  eouesedurey ®,uewOM U PATY
=-oe‘emrad aoy ug ‘yormyy uasyjeag
Pa3tun 8uq jo zoquew TwAoT eluniy
“BTIYD JUL4E8TBUOD ¥ £y yangem o
POIBAI ‘ueIpTIYO 34yBY8 Jo  reugom
oyl ‘uotesezoaxd perIregead v ge
Sutumzey peqdope ouya .hmuadﬁdooSQm
IO 18900 w ‘xor8vUTOOYOS  Sunof
® JO oM eyy  !wuerpUr uy Sug
~Ioouord ‘rowmaeg UetuI8IT)s Junok
B JO Iejudmep euy ‘ST - zpeT
‘HIDISIE XDIOIN VBSIUVIO

*070) ' I0AUBQ
SI6T°LE USIER
{teaeung xey 48 peSY
28816 AOXOTN BE8TIVTD°8IN

30 yojexg Ie108BIEYQ

288



suoyrsseadxy pue 83udnoyy geeq

8,I9Y30 O

a3y vy

*Joyqow TeOT1dAY LT1TeReP
-7 uB pus ‘uswom 9Fexda® urerd ®
‘8q19x80x ou Lq peTusdmODO® ‘UCT}
=edroTque quesseTd ATUO YWQTM SJaN)
“NJ 8y3 0juT PINOOT ‘388 ey3 3%
‘oym ‘suc !dn 8JTT 9AT? 04 Lpweug
AOu 8BA OUA pue ‘9ATT 0% pPOOT BBM
T 1€y} 3181 ‘ueq pue oI008 BIIYY
Iy POATT Suraey'oum ‘uevom v (A7
-Twe] I8y 0% UOCTI0A8D JI9Y UT YBTL
=ueTd L1534 pue ‘ueIpPTIIUD Jay I03
8NC T3 Tque ‘ xeyjou SUTOTITIORS-JTas
‘Suryxom-paey ® Ioy us pinoo
w8 jATss8xd0oxd uxepow QU YO TuM wWwoxJ

‘8PITPUBLE @ATYRAIOBUCO pue 8UCTY

289



1BUR OATH °sBuTtuy pTO Jcod Lw dn
9INSBIIL "PUTYEQ 2ABOT 0% BTYITT ¥
8€Y 8uo 'Yl JUTYI 09 pood B 9]
‘UeY3} x03 eoevyrd pood ewos uy feme
3T TTA ueIpryYuo Am jo euc yowe

®aveT I 0T33TT euys edoy 71,

n"I9Y3}8309 wyy
PUE IOUEdTT 008 03 HAOT prnom I
WIY 09 BU0D TTTA £y Tweteo ou adoy
I ‘®oueuyo ayy saey xoasu TITA T
100d¥e 1 juyy oos 0% @A0T prnoa

80H tAmreg o1497T7 xwop 1TUL e

»°fem 18y] Teoyg
I Inq ‘uorgeurdeut 87 11 ‘sdeyrag
49Xy punose egom I9ylexy ydnoyy

8% 1927 I ‘eTTd 'Moux nok og,

» ‘POpUTH=0and orp Loty F1'00% ‘01w

8£0q ‘8 TITS Funog £1Te100d8g tIng

=Tinseq os pse e1doed dunoyx,

u"Ouop
um Suryy TnJTIneaq e feg 10 op o9

880uBYO0 fuww og 9ARmeT fayyg {us T

~T00F 08 9, uoeson oTdoad yy ¢,

" 0JTT fw uy AOTay

Lr1p % @UOpP Jasay %aey 1,

*dn g1 ®ATF 09 fpweg e T
- PosTBRI g7 £TTurRy Au pue
I 19nq

‘PTO e
‘Burary Ujzom gt OITT,

(putd ur exsam 18y a:Ehmv
ndutTuzoR 8Yy3 ut Y3ewoy Log,

#TNo8 A jo 18407 ‘sngep,

290



*eT6T ‘G Trady
‘eBTITIN °¥ ®T11&

(exes @soUu} 8e ‘putm Aw uy ywesg
OTTUA UMOD Wery UIXE§ 9ABY JI0‘assow
PoTIEO®X 8ABY PTNOD I UsSTM LTuo I
‘UsIPTTUD 8Y3 03 \IYBnoyy I8y 308
09 A13 98num 1 ‘Aem owos uy ‘q1eJ
I ueuyms ‘Y3eP JIOY dI0J0q 08 IO
Yoo ® UMODp DPoqj0f exem sejou eyj)

w Aenfue 41 0
Xutus T 4Lea ou3 8T eyl ‘utes
=B 909 09 LTOAOT 99 (T4 27 Yo TUsM
exayy 1840 ALuoct1cd ® 83nb eaey
oM *JTT PIBY ® I27J® 989X ® eq

TTTAL, 4 (useeq 3o Burxesdy

wdNoL 3, ucA ‘sw Y TM OF IT,nGL
TT1E {oWOH pue eaay usemyeq uterd

LrBoxp 30 UojRX3E SuoT 3By,

% B3TNBI 8T11TT
JoOoTI94AC {UAIPTTIUO 9IT12IT esoyl

07 Jeyjom pood ® aq ‘BITHs

0 @TTUA
yjIom 8Y 3T Ing ‘pxey 8T 3T pue
®0TJTI088 04 8BY JIOYIOW B ‘USID
P fm 3o pnoxd os uwre T rvoow os
useq eAvRy UIIPTINDO AW TV *pood

08 wudaq 88y Lpoqhuasae ‘yQ,

w"83TQ8q 9T TT

}o0M8 3NTT swWIe Aul Uy WOyl Joyuled
pINOO I JI ‘yoee yUjTM  JTe3 09
‘OTTUM @T31TT B I0J 38nl ULIPTIYD

Am 298 LTuoc PpInoo I 3t ‘uyo,

o fujgzom oxe Loyuy 17 ‘acod Lyg

=I0OM 09 ‘qUEA 10U OpP USIPTTUO BUY

291



